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Editor’s Note: See below the
Q&A interview with Ronald
Butler, CEO of Renaissance
HBCU Opportunity Fund, an
innovative model which in-
cludes Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities
(HBCUs) in the Opportunity
Zones.  Under the leadership of
the Trump administration,
there will be over 8,000 feder-
ally designated zones.  Butler
explains more about how
HBCUs configure into the con-
cept of Opportunity Zones.
The Renaissance HBCU Op-
portunity Fund has been de-
scribed in its literature: “…
[The] fund could be a major
source of capital to address
gentrification in Black commu-
nities, create economic partici-
pation of Black investors to
benefit from Opportunity
Zones, and spur redevelop-
ment for HBCUs.” These Op-

Endorsement Editorial: Tate Reeves for Mississippi
Governor; Kerr McGee/Tronox remains an issue

or nothing because of exorbitant
attorney fees. Things have esca-
lated among claimants over the
attorney fees that they are con-
tinuing marches and they have
attended mass meetings and
other meaningless meetings here
and there to complain, which fell
on deaf ears. The attorneys
didn’t care, and there seemingly
is a judicial system which has no
problem in letting attorneys go

wild in negligence and operating
Under the Color of the Law to
advance and protect their fees. 
As representative of my late
mother’s estate, I inquired as a
private citizen, “Why are the at-
torney fees so high?” As I dug
deeper, I saw that Attorney W.
Howard Gunn who had repre-
sented my mother had gotten
with Tollison Law Firm which
became the main law firm. Long

story short again: As I began to
put my journalistic skills into the
mix, it seemed that law firms
were begetting other law firms. It
seemed at that point at least 10
law firms and individual lawyers
were involved in collecting law
fees from Kerr McGee/Tronox
claimants and from my late
mother’s Kerr McGee/Tronox
award. These awards were being
distributed by Garretson Resolu-

tion Group which worked in con-
junction with Tollison Law
Firm., et al.  My mother along
with so many others who are de-
ceased cannot fight for them-
selves. As her daughter and
member of my family, I felt it in-
cumbent on myself to do so.  

Somewhere, somehow I made
what these attorneys seemingly
took as some type of arrogance
that I had the audacity to ask,
“Why are the attorney fees so
high?” The matter escalated
when Tollison Law Firm, et al
decided I should be punished and
proceeded to set in motion a plan
where I would miss my court
date, and the attorneys then could
immediately take full control of
my mother’s Kerr
McGee/Tronox award. Being a

veteran journalist, my sixth
sense kicked in and I knew I’d
better check the court date my-
self even after the attorney
Brandi Soper promised in writ-
ing to let me know of any court
date. She never did, and she and
another slew of attorneys were
surprised when I showed up.
Long story short yet again:
These attorneys along with the
Judge eventually set up a back-
door to my mother’s Kerr
McGee/Tronox award whereby

Interview: Ron Butler, CEO of Renaissance HBCU
Opportunity Fund, talks about Opportunity Zones

CEO Ron Butler

Lt. Governor Tate Reeves, who is running for Governor of Mississippi, is shown here with
his wife and daughters. (Photo/Tate Reeves Website).

By Arelya J. Mitchell, 
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief

Many of our readers know that
we do not take to a front page ed-
itorial unless the matter is seri-
ous. This is such a matter and it
concerns the ongoing Kerr
McGee/Tronox controversial at-
torney fees. Already, Kerr
McGee/Tronox claimants have
taken to the street in marches to
protest high attorney fees. It is
obvious the judicial system has
given them nil recourse.
This is a matter I, as the pub-
lisher/editor-in chief of this
newspaper, find both personal
and business. Many are familiar
with Kerr McGee/Tronox case in
which the company is accused of
contamination of soil which over
decades caused cancer, multi-
miscarriages, and other ailments.
If you are familiar with the Erin
Brockovich movie, then you are
familiar with this case, and if you
are a victim or representative of
a deceased victim then you more
than likely know of the matter
firsthand. Long story short: A
federal court ruled several years
back that claimants were entitled
to monetary relief. Some have
received their Kerr
McGee/Tronox Award; others
have not. Many of those have
seen what would have been a
comfortable award have also
seen their award reduced to little

ONLY and Exclusively the attor-
neys could get whatever fees and
can even bill for more fees if they
so choose at “future” dates. Thus,
I sued the attorneys and this
Judge-Gone-Wild. The word “fu-
ture” is relevant here, because
this is part of an illegal scheme
these attorneys use Under the
Color of the Law to make this
backdoor look legal so that attor-
neys can continue to collect their
fees from claimant monetary
awards ‘forever’. It was initiated
in my mother’s case as a retalia-
tion against me for having asked
the simple question of “Why are
attorney fees so high?” To reiter-
ate, at this time I was asking as a
private citizen, and they had no
idea that I was a veteran journal-
ist and had worked in practically
every aspect of journalism one
can, including in the capacity of
editor-in-chief of two newspa-
pers (and I have won awards. I
say this not to brag but to assert
my credentials as an investiga-
tive journalist). 
I sued after a Kangaroo Court
was held in West Point, Missis-
sippi. This Judge-Gone-Wild
who had worked with these attor-
neys did not recuse himself, and
after I initiated the suit on behalf
of my mother’s Kerr
McGee/Tronox Award estate,
this Judge-Gone-Wild enlisted

Please see special ed. page 2

See Tate Reeves bio on
special edition page 3

portunity ‘zones’ are the cre-
ation of the Trump administra-
tion as one answer to
economically grow the African
American community.

This article was originally
published in the 2019 February
Black History Month edition 

***
Mid-South Tribune: How will
HBCU CDAC interact with law

enforcement agencies and law
organizations to make these Op-
portunity Zones located in
HBCU areas safe so that compa-
nies and organizations will feel
that it’s worth their while and
dollars to invest in these commu-
nities where crime is high? 

Ron Butler: We are confident
that the mixed-use projects that
could be developed with invest-
ment capital from our Renais-
sance HBCU Opportunity Fund
will bring purveyors of commu-
nity goods and services, such as
health care providers and grocery
stores, that will create jobs, help
strengthen distressed communi-
ties and thereby help alleviate
root causes of crime.

MST: Of course, we have seen
for decades now the concept of
“zones” such as the Enterprise

Zone and Empowerment Zone.
How is the Opportunity ‘Zone’
going to be more than a passing
economic ‘fad’ to merely ap-
pease the African American com-
munity before the next election?

RB: The Opportunity Fund pro-
gram provides significant incen-
tives to investors that invest their
capital gains in Opportunity
Funds that re-invest the invest-
ments in lower income commu-
nities, such as the African
American neighborhoods that are
home to most of the United
States’ 107 HBCUs. At the end of
last year, $6.1 trillion in capital
gains was sitting in mutual funds,
stocks and corporations that in-
vestors had not cashed in, ac-
cording to the Economic
Innovation Group. Investment of
a fraction of the $6.1 trillion in
HBCU communities would have

a profoundly positive impact
upon HBCUs and their surround-
ing neighborhoods.
Specifically, taxpayers that in-
vest capital gains proceeds into
an Opportunity Fund may have
their gains deferred. Should the
gains remain invested in an Op-
portunity Fund for 5 years, 10%
of such gains will be forgiven.
The forgiveness increases to 15%
for gains that remain in an Op-
portunity Fund for 7 years. The
appreciation of Opportunity
Funds’ investments will be ex-
empt from capital gains provid-
ing the investments were both:
1.Made by an Opportunity Fund
to enterprises located in Oppor-
tunity Zones; and
2.Held in the Opportunity Fund
for a minimum period of 10
years.
The Renaissance HBCU Oppor-
tunity Fund operates on the

Book Excerpt: ‘The Friendly City—Toxic Terrain’ by
Antonio Richardson explores Kerr McGee/Tronox,
high attorney fees and Garretson Resolution Group

premise that it is up to US, as
African Americans, to help
OURSELVES. It is imperative
for the African American com-
munity to master the intricacies
and develop innovative pro-ac-
tive strategies to ensure the suc-
cess of important economic
development projects in our own
communities.
MST: We see where your strat-
egy is to position the “HBCU
communities as investment hubs
that will ultimately create jobs,
stimulate small business activity,
and create better economic op-
portunities within these commu-
nities,” per your quote in a press
release.  Any specifics on these
goals you like to share?  How
would a person go about getting
information on how to be part of
these HBCU CDAC zones, how
can one seek employment in

Please see special ed.  page 4

(Editor’s Note: Mr. Richard-
son’ book, “The Friendly
City—Toxic Terrain” is avail-
able in bookstores, other retail
outlets, and online. You may
also contact him via Twitter
@AntonioRichar 13.)

***
From Chapter 11

…The rational thinking was that
if you had a personal injury or
medical problem such as cancer,

kidney disease or heart failure
that was related to or caused by
creosote, you were going to get
a settlement. Justice or some part
of justice is how it should be set-
tled though it didn’t necessarily
mean a settlement would be re-
ceived. Once a Garretson Reso-
lution Group employee
explained this to me, I realized
that that wasn’t the way things
worked.
The trustee, GRG [Garretson

Resolution Group], seemed frus-
trated with the growing number
if future tort claims (FTC). It
concocted a devious new plan to
limit qualified applicants from
filing future tort claims.
It was clearly understood that
every claim to be paid for pain,
suffering chronic disease, can-
cers and a host of other illnesses
that had manifested from harmful
exposure due to Kerr-McGee’s
negligence, were to be paid from

one of the established categories
the Tronox bankruptcy reorgani-
zation plan created: Indirect En-
vironmental Claims, Asbestos
Claims, Property Damage
Claims and Asbestos Toxic Ex-
posure Claims. The new plan
changed the name of the four
sub-categories to the following:
Allowed Indirect Environmental
Claims, Allowed Asbestos
Claims, Allowed Property Dam-
age Claims and Allowed As-
bestos Toxic Exposure Claims.

This renaming scheme was just
the beginning of a series of at-
tacks against FTC by the trustee
Garretson Resolution Group and
its attorneys, who sought to limit
the inclusion of qualified people
who wanted to file valid claims
for their injuries. The trust made
it clear that only claims that fell
into those categories were claims
that were the subject of “Proofs
of Claims” prior to August 12,

Please see special ed. page 2

U.S. Senator Marsha
Blackburn tours with Sec-
retary of Housing Ben
Carson to see what’s new
in Memphis’ Opportunity
Zones and other Mid-
South areas.

See page 4 of this 
special edition
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Mississippi State Attorney Gen-
eral Jim Hood to get me off his
back under Hood’s duties to pro-
tect judges from troublemakers
like me. 
Mississippi State Attorney Gen-
eral Jim Hood gladly joined in on
this lawsuit to support his attor-
ney BFFs and this unethical
Judge and even tried to get this
unethical judge and his attorneys
BFFs off the hook two days be-
fore the Mississippi primary
election by asking yet again for
an immediate dismissal of my
lawsuit. Hood went so far as to
advocate and seek for the Judge
to have immunity, a matter I
chose not to go along with and
fought, as my argument was that
this Judge allegedly committed a
fraudulent conveyance by aiding
and abetting in creating  a back-
door to my late mother’s  Kerr
McGee/Tronox Award for the at-

torneys to have complete  carte
blanche to Kerr McGee/Tronox
funds they were not entitled to.
This backdoor was created for
“in the Future.” This Judge
Under the Color of the Law, in

essence, placed these funds and
illegally created a blind trust
under the guise of interpleading
and placing it in a court trust.
This Judge Under the Color of
the Law had no problem in giv-
ing the Tollison Law Firm, et al
their fees yet blocked com-
pletely the family’s access to all
of it. To expound: These attor-
neys will have access to these
funds for “in the Future”.  Court
transcript will show this phrase
being used repeatedly during
what was no more than a Kan-
garoo court hearing. One has to
ask oneself (as I did) how  many
other  Kerr McGee/Tronox
funds have been placed in court
trust under the guise of an un-
lawful interpleading, or because
claimants and/or their represen-
tatives did not show up for court
hearings either because they

never knew they had a hearing
because the Kerr McGee/Tronox
attorneys deliberately failed to
tell them and/or they relied on
their attorneys to do right by
them. How many were simply
retaliated against because they
asked the question about the high
attorney fees? 
If anything, Attorney General
Hood’s office should have been
investigating these serious
charges. Instead, he made the
reckless decision of joining in
with his attorney colleagues and
an unethical Judge without look-
ing into the matter before he
jumped the gun and made him-
self a party to their motions and
other legal maneuvers, including
using the prestige of his office to
further intimidate me. 
This matter escalated to a point
where these cadre of attorneys
put in a motion to block me from

all any court in Lowndes County.
Of course, I knew this was illegal
and against my right as a citizen
of the United States of America.
But the question begs: How
many other Kerr McGee/Tronox
claimants have they threatened to
bar from court—from the entire
judicial system in Lowndes
County? It is safe to say that
many of the Kerr McGee/Tronox
claimants and/or representatives
of their deceased loved ones do
not know the law or their rights
to Due Process. As an investiga-
tive journalist, my curiosity was
generously peaked as to WHY
would the attorneys go this far to
put in a motion to block me from
every court in the county? For the
record, I am Pro Se, because I
have every reason NOT to trust
this judicial system plagued with
a pus of good-ole-boy-girl net-
work. I was especially convinced

If you are a Democrat and
you do NOT wish to vote
for Jim Hood, you have
the option to leave it blank
and vote for other candi-
dates of your choice.

of my decision when these Kerr
McGee/Tronox attorneys put in
yet another motion to force me to
use an attorney from the Missis-
sippi Bar Association and placed
fines on me. Of course, I put in a
motion to place fines back on
them. Let it be known that Attor-
ney General Hood joined in with
the attorneys to bar me from all
and any court in Lowndes
County. Of course, I can see my
late father, who was a college
professor and founded a voting
rights league and worked with
such civil rights proponents as
the late Medgar Evers, Aaron
Henry, served as NAACP treas-
urer, one of those to bring in the
Head Start Program, founder of
the Mercury Business League,
and helped to bring  Freedom
Riders in the state—yes, I can see
him turning over in his grave to
know that a cadre of attorneys
and an attorney general formally
introduce to the court a motion to
bar a citizen of the United States
of America from an entire court
system because she merely asked
“Why are attorney fees so high?”
Exactly, I asked myself, would
these attorneys go this far? What
are they hiding? Why this
overkill? And why would the
state’s Attorney General join in
them on such a motion? Why
would this Judge-Gone-Wild join
in with them as well in barring
me from the entire court system?
What type of Judge is this to sup-
port the barring of a citizen from
a court system if he himself had
nothing to hide?  Of course, I was
neither frightened nor deterred by
this behavior. Of course, I made
it clear to them that before I give
up, I would drag them through
the backdoor of hell; thus, here I
am. I see now this matter is more
than about my late mother, it is
also about so many other Kerr
McGee/Tronox claimants who
have been simply hung out to dry
by the Garretson Resolution
Group who has sought refuge by
selling itself to another entity to
get from under this legal rock of

Book Excerpt: ‘The Friendly City—Toxic Terrain’
by Antonio Richardson  ... from front page

2009 bar date, or were the subject
of claims that the court that au-
thorized to be filed late through a
final order.
The trust was now creating its
own defense to hold on to as
much of the funding as possible.
One has to keep in mind that the
residents of Columbus, Missis-
sippi and everywhere else had
long been waiting to get some
type of justice from Kerr-
McGee’s contamination…Even
though the federal government
had funded the purse with nearly

$600 million to compensate res-
idents who had suffered injury,
the trustee now wanted to deny
them any type of justice; even if
it meant committing fraud to do
so. I can’t help but wonder
where the Garretson Resolution
Group attorneys were when they
changed the subcategory names
simply to prevent qualified fu-
ture tort claims from being filed
and processed…
…Today, the trust has no clearly
defined number of how many
people will be seeking claims.
The Avoca group alone has more
than 50,000 future tort claims. It
is believed that the FTC value
stands somewhere in the hun-
dreds of thousands as the num-
ber of claimants steadily
continues to grow. The checks
started going out in 2016 and
stopped mid-2018 and have yet
to start up again.

When you call and ask
the Garretson Resolution Group

when the settlement checks
might start up again, they will
likely tell you as they told me,
“Once everyone is accounted for
the settlement checks will start
up again.” How will they deter-
mine when everyone has been
accounted for? This is a work in
progress that just keeps growing
and growing so it could take a
decade or more before the re-
mainder of the settlement checks
are mailed. You may wonder why
they are doing this? I fear there’s
not enough money left in the
purse and this may be the reason
why checks have been put on
hold.”
…As of February 2018 there was
$25 million left in the trust but
GRG [Garretson Resolution
Group] has paid itself $9 million
out of that balance. It appears that
GRG made no attempt to adjust
the schedule of values to accom-
modate the tens of thousands of
new claimants.                                   

Endorsement Editorial: Tate Reeves for Governor... from front page

The trust was now creating
its own defense to hold on to
as much of the funding as
possible. One has to keep in
mind that the residents of
Columbus, Mississippi and
everywhere else had long
been waiting to get some type
of justice from Kerr-McGee’s
contamination

Please see special ed page 3
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Endorsement Editorial: Tate Reeves for Governor... from page 2
others who want answers from
them, as it was they—Garretson
Resolution Group—which
served as trustee of the Kerr
McGee/Tronox case.
No judge or attorney should be
above the law, let alone use the
law to benefit and enrich them-
selves over years from accumu-
lated interest rates, illegal use of
court trusts and fake interplead-
ing maneuvers, making their
clients miss court dates, acts of
barratry—you get my drift. No
Attorney General should jump on
their side against The People
without investigating FIRST.
Furthermore, no rational
claimant would ever agree that
firms and attorneys should hire
more firms and attorneys to take
out additional fees from of their
individual Kerr McGee/Tronox
awards without their knowledge.
If a claimant hires one firm
and/or one attorney why should
he or she expect for said law firm
and/or attorney to hire ten or
more law firms (among their
buddies) to be paid out of their
Kerr McGee/Tronox award? This
is irrational and ludicrous. 
Of course, there is a method to
these attorneys’ madness in their
perpetual collection of attorney
fees. Again, note that the terms
“In the future” and the term “fu-
ture” play a key maneuver in
their putting these phrases on
paper and why attorneys are as of
this date continuing to recruit
Kerr McGee/Tronox claimants
utilizing contingent fees. There
seemingly is no end date to re-
cruiting new Kerr
McGee/Tronox claimants and
having them sign contracts for
contingent fees.
There is now a book out entitled
“The Friendly City—Toxic Ter-
rain” by Antonio Richardson (We
are running an excerpt of it in this
special edition) in which
Richardson states what I, too, be-
lieve is the WHY for exorbitant
fees and the reason for a Judge-
Gone-Wild creating a backdoor
for his attorney colleagues to col-
lect perpetual fees in what is
seemingly amounting to no more
than an elaborate Ponzi scheme
Under the Color of the Law. 
Richardson writes: “When you
call and ask the Garretson Reso-
lution Group when the settlement
checks might start up again, they
will likely tell you as they told
me, ‘Once everyone is accounted
for the settlement checks will
start up again.’ How will they de-

termine when everyone has been
accounted for? This is a work in
progress that just keeps growing
and growing so it could take a
decade or more before the re-
mainder of the settlement checks
are mailed…”
Even though, Richardson thinks
maybe there might be little to
nothing left in the Kerr
McGee/Tronox purse, I dare
think this is not true and if it
were true, why are attorneys still
recruiting new claimants when
those claimants they have are not
being compensated or being
compensated very little?  There
are those whose Kerr
McGee/Tronox claims should
have automatically kicked in
even if they did not sign the pa-
pers after 30 days whereby, they
would automatically be a
claimant and part of the class ac-
tion because they live in the des-
ignated contaminated areas. This
30-day automation is clearly
stated in the Garretson Resolu-
tion Group paperwork. Yet, who
is to say where their awards are
going? For years, many have
asked about the status of their
claims to no avail.  Also, we have
met some who said that attorneys
allegedly were settling with them
to get as little as $400 (FOUR
HUNDRED DOLLARS) in cash
to walk away from settlements
which could have conceivably
been in the thousands. Many of
these Kerr McGee/Tronox
claimants do not know any bet-
ter; therefore, it is immoral for
these attorneys to take advantage
of them.  I was told by one attor-
ney that they could make this all
go away if I would sign off on
my mother’s rights and take es-
sentially nothing. I refused, and
yes this was before they discov-
ered I was a journalist and not as
unknowingly as their other many
victims. 
In addition, we have heard re-
ports where Kerr McGee/Tronox
claimants had turned in their
medical records only to call back

to attorney offices and discover
that these medical records can-
not be found or have been lost.
These claimants are constantly
being hung up on or threatened
repeatedly.  In fact, 
Antonio Richardson writes:

“The trust [Garretson Resolution
Group as trustee] was now creat-
ing its own defense to hold on to
as much of the funding as possi-
ble…I can’t help but wonder
where the Garretson Resolution
Group attorneys were when they
changed the subcategory names
simply to prevent qualified fu-
ture tort claims from being filed
and processed.”
There’s the word again— “Fu-
ture.”  It is also a word, the
Judge-Gone-Wild kept spoon-
feeding to the attorneys for them
to keep repeating to put in place
a quasi-legal maneuver for this
backdoor. This was in the Kan-
garoo court setting in West Point
to cover their asses for creating
a backdoor to eventually confis-
cate (steal) my mother’s entire
Kerr McGee/Tronox award. This
Judge-Gone-Wild certainly had
no problem signing off for the at-
torneys to immediately get their
fees while he immediately tied
up my late mother’s funds indef-
initely. How many others have
they used this Ponzi tactic on?
And why wouldn’t they when
they seem to think they have a
God-given and judicial right to
ban anyone they don’t like from
an entire court system simply be-
cause they are attorneys and an
unethical judge?
A new Special Judge who came
into this matter in May of 2019
ruled immediately that these at-
torneys had no right to violate
my constitutional right to have

access to the court system.  As a
veteran investigative journalist, I
knew something was rotten in
Denmark when a cadre of attor-
neys seek to 1. Conspire, collude,
and deliberate put in place a plan
to make the representative of a
deceased Kerr McGee/Tronox
claimant miss her court date. 2.
When attorneys put a motion in
to ban me from all courts in
Lowndes County, Mississippi. 3.
When attorneys attempt to block
motions to compel to obtain in-
formation a Medicaid payment
made in conjunction with Garret-
son Resolution Group which still
refused to produce a bona-fide
receipt for said Medicaid pay-
ment regarding the Deceased and
4. When they run to their
buddy/colleague, the State Attor-
ney General to reinforce their be-
havior and their maneuver of
illegal creating a backdoor under
guise of a court trust and inter-
pleading. This case is continuing.
Bottom line: You can bet your
bottom dollar, attorneys are get-
ting paid immediately if not
sooner!
Mississippi Attorney General
Jim Hood is quite aware of the is-
sues regarding exorbitant attor-
ney fees which are being taken
from Kerr McGee/Tronox vic-
tims.
Bottom line: Many of these Kerr
McGee/Tronox victims simply
do not know the law and are
prone to be intimidated by these
attorneys or they naively believe
these attorneys have their best in-
terest at heart; therefore, they
sign off on bogus settlement pa-
pers to get pennies while attor-
neys get thousands which have
now amounted to millions.
These, readers, are attorneys who

give other attorneys a bad name.
To reiterate: One also has to ask
oneself (1) How many other Kerr
McGee/Tronox claimants are un-
aware that they’ve even had a
court date set and are still waiting
to hear back from attorneys? (2)
How many other Kerr
McGee/Tronox Accounts have
been placed under the court’s ju-
risdiction without claimants’ and
representatives’ knowledge
and/or feeling they have no re-
course against a legal system
which favors Kerr
McGee/Tronox attorneys? (3)
How many Kerr McGee/Tronox
cases did this Judge-Gone-Wild
handle for the Tollison Law Firm,
et al.? I have put in Motions to
Compel to get answers to these
legitimate questions. Naturally,
the Judge-Gone-Wild ignored
these Motions to Compel.
In our investigation and my sub-
sequent lawsuits, we have met
and talked to many who have
been and felt that they have been
revictimized—not only by Kerr
McGee/Tronox but by an cadre
of attorneys who have taken it
upon themselves to punish any-
one who dares to ask why their
attorney fees are sky high. 
This cadre of attorneys led by the
Tollison Law Firm continues as
of to date to recruit more Kerr
McGee/Tronox claimants and
sign them to contingency law
fees as. This practice also gets
into barratry practices. 
Can you imagine a group such as
the Garretson Resolution Group
aiding and abetting this cadre of
lawyers—and a State Attorney
General who was elected by The
People overriding the general
good of the People to attach  him-
self with these Kerr

McGee/Tronox attorneys—most
of whom he has employed as an
extension of the state Attorney
General’s office? Hood has come
to their defense and, obviously,
does not give a damn about The
People who elected him.
Hood immediately went to bat
for his attorney BFFs, Garretson
Resolution Group, and his Judge-
Gone-Wild colleague at the ex-
pense of Kerr McGee/Tronox
victims and the Deceased vic-
tims.  He immediately joined in
with his attorney buddies to ban
me from all and every court in
Lowndes County. On what basis?
Merely on the basis that these are
his friends and cohorts. 
To reiterate, even two days be-
fore the primary election in Au-
gust, Hood yet again attempted to
gain immunity for his Judge-
Gone-Wild buddy and to join
them in getting this case dis-
missed so they could go scot free
and never have to answer my
legal questions of 1. Where ex-
actly was my mother’s Kerr
McGee/Tronox funds being
held? 2. How much interest was
being collected while it was
under this alleged Court Trust
(backdoor/blind trust)? 3 and ex-
actly what time could be deter-
mined by Judge’s use of “in the
Future”?  Hood has simply
pulled the ‘hood’ over the eyes of
Kerr McGee/Tronox victims and
over The People. 
This is a shame. 
Ramifications from the Kerr
McGee/Tronox case are continu-
ing in the State of Mississippi.
Unfortunately, it is being aided
and abetted by an Attorney Gen-
eral who is now running for gov-
ernor. And if he wins, we shall

Bottom line: Many of these
Kerr McGee/Tronox vic-
tims simply do not know
the law and are prone to be
intimidated by these attor-
neys or they naively believe
these attorneys have their
best interest at heart;
therefore, they sign off on
bogus settlement papers to
get pennies... 

Bio and timeline of 
Lt. Governor Tate Reeves,
candidate for Mississippi 

Governor 

Email entertainment news and photos to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net
Please see special ed page 4

Email news and photos to MSTnews@prodigy.net

Meet Tate Reeves

Tate Reeves is a product of
small-town Mississippi and a
lifelong Mississippian. A strong
conservative, Tate’s leadership in
state government has focused on
the principles of guarding the
taxpayers’ dollars, improving ed-
ucational opportunity, and grow-
ing new careers so that the state’s
best and brightest can stay in our
state.
Tate is pro-life, and is committed
to protecting the rights of the un-
born. He is committed to protect-
ing the Second Amendment and
will fight Washington liberals
who try to take those rights away.
Tate’s business training in the
banking sector made him the
state’s foremost advocate for bal-
ancing the state budget while
minimizing state debt. His con-
servative management helped fill
the state’s “rainy day fund” and
reduce the overall debt burden.
Tate’s upbringing in Florence’s
public schools made him driven
to reform the education system to
increase opportunity.
A father of three and husband to
another small-town Mississip-
pian, the former Elee Williams of
Tylertown, Tate Reeves is dedi-
cated to creating a future Missis-
sippi in which all our children
can thrive and stay at home to
raise their children.

Timeline

1992:
A native of Rankin County, Mis-
sissippi, Reeves graduated in
1992 from Florence High School
in Florence.
1996:
In 1996, he was the recipient of
the Mississippi Society of Finan-
cial Analysts Award.
2000:
In 2000, Reeves became an in-
vestment officer for Trustmark
National Bank in Jackson.
2007:
Unopposed in the GOP primary,
Reeves' only Democratic oppo-
sition in the 2007 general elec-
tion was perennial candidate
Shawn O'Hara.
2008:
In December 2008, he was se-
lected by the Aspen Institute's
Rodel Fellowships in Public
Leadership as one of their "Top
Young Elected Officials" to its
Fourth Class of Aspen-Rodel
Fellows.
2015:
Reeves won reelection as lieu-
tenant governor on November 3,
2015, having defeated three op-
ponents, including state Senator
Timothy L. Johnson, a Republi-
can-turned-Democrat.

Source; Tate Reeves for Gover-
nor website.
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continue to fight his level of fa-
voritism which has boiled down
to a cadre of lawyers allegedly
practicing barratry Under the
Color of the Law to indefinitely
enrich themselves as individuals
and their respective law firms at
the expense of Kerr
McGee/Tronox victims and The
People.
They continue to prey off vic-
tims whom they know do not
know the law and are not aware
of what is going on and/or feel
helpless.  They continue to re-

Endorsement Editorial: Tate Reeves for Governor ... from page 3
cruit new claimants knowing that
it is solely to benefit their own
coffers.  They have re-victimized
all Kerr McGee/Tronox/Garret-
son Resolution Group claimants.
This is not about race, color, or
creed, but rather about what is
right and what is wrong.

If you are a Democrat and a Kerr
McGee claimant, remember you
DO NOT have to mark this slot
on your ballot. To clear your con-
science, keep it blank. Missis-
sippi State Attorney General

Hood has shown himself to be
more loyal to his attorney bud-
dies and to a Judge-Gone-Wild
than he has to the People, and
lest, we forget it was The People
who voted and put his butt in of-
fice in the first place—not this
cadre of Kerr McGee/Tronox at-
torneys led by the Tollison Law
Firm et al, an unethical judge, or
Garretson Resolution Group.
If perchance Jim Hood wins the
office of Governor, we shall con-
tinue to be on him like a duck on
a June bug – as we southerners

like to put it. It remains our re-
solve not to back down or back
up.  Kerr McGee/Tronox victims
do not deserve to be revictimized
by its State Attorney General
who will more than likely con-
tinue to cater to a privileged few 
‘hoods’.

We endorse LT. GOVERNOR
TATE REEVES for GOVER-
NOR of MISSISSIPPI with the
belief that he will address these
ongoing Kerr
McGee/Tronox/Garretson Reso-

lution Group issues.
***

Note: For those who feel they
have been wronged by these Kerr
McGee/Tronox  attorneys, let us
know and email to
MSTnews@prodigy.net  or
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net   or
mail to The Mid-South Tribune,
P. O. Box 2272, Memphis, TN
38101-2272. This editorial is on
The Mid-South Tribune and
Black Information Highway web
at www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com  

This Editorial Endorsement can
be downloaded in PDF  which is
in its broadsheet format (regular
newspaper size) but can be ad-
justed for your reading comfort
in PDF in your phone, computer,
or any other mode. 

U.S. Senator Blackburn joins Secretary Ben Carson on
tour of Memphis Opportunity Zone; 32 areas qualify
MEMPHIS, TN. – Senator Mar-
sha Blackburn (R-Tenn.) recently
joined U.S. Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development Ben
Carson, Congressman David
Kustoff (TN-08) and State Sena-
tor Brian Kelsey (District 31) to
tour the brand new Union Row
development in Memphis.

This project was made possible
by Opportunity Zone incentives
enacted as part of the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act of 2017.

“Union Row is a perfect example
of how this administration’s pro-
growth policies are directly im-
pacting communities here in

Ron Butler, CEO of Renaissance HBCU Opportunity Fund ... from front page
ment-specifically mixed used de-
velopment projects.

MST: Is there a plan to focus on
STEM as a way to “ignite rein-
vestment in and around Histori-
cally Black Colleges and
Universities” per your press re-
lease? For example, most
HBCUs, in our opinion and in
Fact, are NOT focusing on
STEM subjects; therefore, we
feel that this is one of the main
reasons why HBCUs are dying in
the 21st Century. 

RB: Brilliant idea! Thanks for
sharing. We would welcome the
opportunity to brainstorm with
Tennessee HBCUs about devel-
oping mixed use projects that
would operate as STEM Villages.
Each STEM Village could be a
mixed-use project with a com-
mercial component containing
space for STEM classrooms, lab-
oratories and businesses and a
residential component with units
occupied by STEM students and
professionals.
MST: Explain more how part-
nering with Renaissance Equity
Partners will benefit and grow
Black entrepreneurship to create
jobs. 

RB: As I mentioned in my re-
sponse to Question # 3, six (6)
Tennessee HBCUs, Fisk,
Meharry Medical and Tennessee
State in Nashville, Knoxville
College in Knoxville, Lane Col-
lege in Jackson and LeMoyne in
Memphis are located in federally
designated Opportunity Zones.
We would welcome the opportu-
nity to meet with the leadership
of each of these six Tennessee
HBCUs to discuss the feasibility
of the Renaissance HBCU Op-
portunity Fund helping to finance
the development of quality
mixed-use projects on or near
their campuses. The benefits to
both the six Tennessee HBCUs
and their surrounding communi-
ties would be substantial.

1. The commercial components
in the mixed-use projects could
bring businesses offering quality
goods and services to the HBCUs
and their surrounding neighbor-
hoods. 
2. The tenant businesses in the
commercial components could
be incentivized to recruit, hire
and train neighborhood residents
for the newly created jobs.
3.Women and Minority entrepre-
neurs could be recruited and en-
couraged to open new businesses
or expand existing businesses in
the commercial components of

the mixed-use projects.

4. As partners in the ownership
entity, the HBCUs could share in
the net income generated by the
project. The HBCU could also
share in any income derived
from the future sale of the proj-
ect.

MST:We were ecstatic to see fi-
nally a “Zone” which has an
HBCU component as its main
focus.  It seems that this is the
first time that such a concept as
yours – The Renaissance HBCU
Opportunity Fund-- has been in-
troduced on any level of Black
economic growth.  In the past,
the HBCU was a building block
in forging the Black middle
class. We find your concept
unique. How did you and why
did you come up with it? Is there
anything else you would like the
public to know about it?

RB: Please be reminded that
then incumbent Tennessee Gov.
Bill Haslam selected the Ten-
nessee census tracts that were
designated to be Opportunity
Zones. The Tax Cut and Jobs Act
of 2017 authorized each gover-
nor and the mayor of the District
of Columbia to nominate 25% of
the low-income census tracts in
their states to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Treasury for designation
as Opportunity Zones. Gov. Bill

Haslam nominated 176 Ten-
nessee census tracts. All were ap-
proved. The census tracts
included six where HBCUs are
located:
1. Census tract 47037013601 in
Nashville where Fisk is located;
2. Census tract 47037014200 in
Nashville where Meharry Med-
ical College is located;
3. Census tract 47037013602 in
Nashville where Tennessee State
is located;
4. Census tract 47157011600 in
Memphis where LeMoyne is lo-
cated
5.Census tract 47113000500 in
Jackson were Lane College is lo-
cated; and
6. Census tract 4709300700 in
Knoxville where Knoxville Col-
lege is located.

Renaissance Equity Partners and
the HBCU Community Develop-
ment Coalition organized the
Renaissance HBCU Opportunity
Fund to assist HBCUs around the
country, including Tennessee to
successfully access the Opportu-
nity Zone program to help fund
important economic develop-
ment projects on or near their
campuses. 
Renaissance Equity Partners is
an economic development fi-
nance advisory and private eq-
uity firm with a focus on
emerging domestic communities.
The Washington DC headquar-

tered firm was organized and is
led by HBCU graduates. The
Renaissance Equity Partners
team has accessed a variety of
economic development initia-
tives to finance the development
of important of economic devel-
opment projects across the coun-
try with aggregate development
costs exceeding $1.0 billion.  The
accomplishments of Bob Jenkins
their CEO have been chronicled
in numerous media articles, in-
cluding the New York Times. 
An affiliate of the 501(C) (3)
nonprofit HBCU Community
Development Coalition, the
HBCU Economic Development
Corporation is committed to
strengthening the economic vi-
tality of HBCUs by coordinating
the development of transforma-
tive community economic devel-
opment projects on or near their
campuses. 

MST:Are HBCU presidents co-
operating with you? We ask this
because it has been our concern
that in too many instances,
HBCU presidents have not taken
a leadership role in bringing
HBCUs into the 21st Century to
make them competitive. Your
comments, please.

RB: Approximately 50% of the
107 HBCUs are located in feder-
ally designated opportunity
zones.  We are presently in pre-

some of these “mixed-use proj-
ects” which are geared to create
economic opportunities?

RB: Six Tennessee HBCUs are
located in federally designated
Opportunity Zones.
1.Fisk, 
2.Meharry Medical
3. Tennessee State 
4. Knoxville College 
5. Lane College 
6. LeMoyne-Owen 

The Renaissance HBCU Oppor-
tunity Fund’s business model
contemplates that HBCUs would
be partners and have ownership
interests in each mixed-use proj-
ect to be developed on or near
their campuses. As a partner in
the project, the HBCU would
have “a seat at the table” en-
abling it to participate in the re-
cruitment and selection of
commercial tenants.  

MST: Will businesses, which are
already in the community’s eco-
nomic infrastructure, be helped
with any infusion of capital, such
as loans, technical help, other
business information, etc.? Will
they be allowed to offer their
opinions, advice, suggestions on
how they, too, can fit into the Op-
portunity Zone?  After all, we
feel many of these businesses
have been part of the community
and have already paid their dues
by putting their lifeblood into
staying ‘put’ in many of these un-
derserved communities and;
therefore, can offer invaluable
advice to any organization such
as yours coming into the commu-
nity. To reiterate, how will they
fit in?

RB: Businesses located within
an Opportunity Zone could or-
ganize an Opportunity Fund to
attract capital for business cre-
ation and expansion. While the
small business financing is a cru-
cially important economic devel-
opment activity, it is not the
focus of the Renaissance HBCU
Opportunity Fund. We will be fo-
cusing on real estate develop-

the largest redevelopment proj-
ect ever to come to the city of
Memphis.” 

BACKGROUND

Qualified Opportunity Zones are
designed to spur economic de-
velopment and job creation in
distressed communities through-
out the country by providing tax
benefits to investors who invest
eligible capital into designated
low-income areas. 

Memphis has 32 Opportunity
Zones: 30 in Memphis and two
in Millington. Tennessee has 176
Opportunity Zones.

Tennessee,” said Senator Black-
burn. “I appreciated the opportu-
nity to welcome Secretary
Carson to our state to celebrate

liminary discussions with senior
executive leadership of several
HBCUs and look forward to
meeting with others during the
upcoming weeks. Meanwhile, we
invite the HBCU Community to
join us next month at the HBCU
Community Development Coali-
tion’s Introduction to Opportu-
nity Zones workshop in Miami.(
February 19, 2019). Also, we are
developing partnerships with the
National Association of Equal
Opportunity in Higher Education
(NAFEO) and the United Negro
College Fund (UNCF) UNCF to
help us engage HBCU chancel-
lors and presidents in conversa-
tions about how to use
Opportunity Zones and Opportu-
nity Funds to improve their cam-
puses and surrounding
communities.

Union Row is a perfect exam-
ple of how this administra-
tion’s pro-growth policies are
directly impacting communi-
ties here in Tennessee,” said
Senator Blackburn. “I appre-
ciated the opportunity to wel-
come Secretary Carson to our
state to celebrate the largest
redevelopment project ever to
come to the city of Memphis.” 

Sen. Marsha Blackburn introduces Sec. of Housing Ben
Carson (2nd from right) during a tour of Memphis’ Oppor-
tunity Zones with State Senator Brian Kelsey (far left) and
Cong. David Kustoff. (Photo:/Courtesy:Blackburn Senate office)   
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